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How they happened Accidental discoveries

1. Two engineers trying to invent  
a new textured wallpaper Penicillin

2. A scientist realised his chocolate 
bar had melted in his pocket 

whilst he was working with  
radar equipment.

Slinky

3. A careless scientist left the lid 
off one of his experiments with 
bacteria, and it grew mould, 

which killed the bacteria.

Bubble-wrap

4. A scientist was trying to invent a  
super-strong glue, but the result 

wasn’t as sticky as intended.
Coca Cola

5. An engineer working with  
metal springs accidentally 
knocked one off a shelf.

Microwave

6. A pharmacist was trying 
to make a medicine to cure 

headaches.
Post-it notes

Match up the accidental discoveries with their stories.

1. Bubble-wrap 2. Microwave 3. Penicillin 4. Post-it notes 5. Slinky 6. Coca Cola
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